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Advocate of Peace 



APRIL, 1917 



THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY 

urges upon the American Government and upon all civilized 
nations the following international program. It may be added 
that this program has the approval of the World's Court 
League, the American Institute of International Law, the Con- 
ference of Peace Workers, and practically every large peace 
organization in America. 



1. The call of a Third Hague Conference, to which 
every country belonging to the society of nations shall 
be invited and in whose proceedings every such 
country shall participate. 

2. A stated meeting of the Hague Peace Conference, 
which, thus meeting at regular, stated periods, will be- 
come a recommending if not a law-making body. 

3. An agreement of the States forming the society of 
nations concerning the call and procedure of the Con- 
ference, by which that institution shall become not 
only internationalized, but in which no nation shall 
take as of right a preponderating part. 

4. The appointment of a committee, to meet at regu- 
lar intervals between the conferences, charged with 
the duty of procuring the ratification of the conven- 
tions and declarations and of calling attention to tfcs 
conventions and declarations in order to insure their 
observance. 

5. An understanding upon certain fundamental prin- 
ciples of international law, as set forth in the declara- 
tion of the rights and duties of nations adopted by the 
American Institute of International Law on January 
6, 1916, which are themselves based upon decisions of 
English courts and of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

6. The creation of an international council of con- 
ciliation to consider, to discuss, and to report upon 
such questions of a non-justiciable character as may 



be submitted to such council by an agreement of the 
powers for this purpose. 

7. The employment of good offices, mediation, and 
friendly composition for the settlement of disputes of 
a non-justiciable nature. 

S. The principle of arbitration in the settlement of 
disputes of a non-justiciable nature; also of disputes 
of a justiciable nature which should be decided by a 
court of justice, but which have, through delay or 
mismanagement, assumed such political importance 
that the nations prefer to submit them to arbiters of 
their own choice rather than to judges of a permanent 
judicial tribunal. 

9. The negotiation of a convention creating a judicial 
union of the nations along the lines of the Universal 
Postal Union of 1908, to which all civilized nations and 
self-governing dominions are parties, pledging the good 
faith of the contracting parties to submit their justi- 
ciable disputes — that is to say, their differences involv- 
ing law or equity — to a permanent court of this union, 
whose decisions will bind not only the litigating na- 
tious, but also all parties to its creation. 

10. The creation of an enlightened public opinion in 
behalf of peaceable settlement in general, and in par- 
ticular in behalf of the foregoing nine propositions, in 
order that, if agreed to, they may be put into practice 
and become effective, in response to the appeal to that 
greatest of sanctions, "a decent respect to the opinion 
of mankind." 
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